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WILLIAM WHISTON, Clerk, 
145. BEFORE THE 
Lord Chief Fuſtice REASON. 


Clerk of the 


RYER, call over the 
 Arraigns. 


| Her. 

l Ale ander Macraigb, Eſa; 

Patrick Oneal, Eſq; 2 
Macdonal Oconnor. Eſq; * 


Sbentin ap Thomas, Welſh 
Nobert ap Reeſe, N Nonju- 
Owen ap Tudor, rors. 
Archibald Mackintoſh, 


Dias Kinbugh, Etre $ Robe: 
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James Guthrie, Clerk, Chaplain to the 
Thieves in Newgate. 
His Grace Roger Gainum, Archbiſhop 
of the Hundreds of Drury. 
Signor Cazzo, his Holineſs's Pimp. 


Clerk of the Arraigns. Sir, if you have 

a Mind to challenge any of the Jury, you 
muſt do it as they come to be ſwore. 

Mr. II biſton. My Lord, I except againſt 
them all; and I defy the whole Roman 
Conclave to produce a Knot of greater 
Villains: I am fure the Jury muſt be 
pack'd ; for is it poſſible to imagine, that 
three Jriſh Jeſuits, three Welſh Nonjurors, 
three Scotch Rebels, the Chaplain of New- 
gate, and the Pope's Pimp, ſhould all meet 
by Chance? 

Judge. Take Care, Sir, how you throw 
the leaſt Slur upon the ſacred Character 
of the Gown; but that you may not 
have the leaſt Pretence to charge me 
with Partiality, I will enquire into it; 
tho' I think it ſcarce poſſible, that Men, 
ſo zealous in Support of the Church, and 
ſo rigid and ſcrupulous in Points of Faith, 
can be guilty of fo foul an Action. 

Judge, Who gave you in the Names of 
this Jury, Mr. Sheriff? 
Sheriff. The Reverend Dr. Codex. 


Judge. 


N 

Judge. This is the moſt ſcandalous Pro- 
ceeding, that ever was heard of in a Court 
of Juſtice: Sir, it little becomes a Man of 
your ſacred Function, to be packing of 
Juries. Let me have no more of theſe 
diabolical, inquiſitorial Arts; for the Ho- 
neſty of a Layman will not bear it. Call 
another Jury, and take particular Care, 
that no Parſon creeps into it. 

The new Jury being ſwore, the Clerk 
read the Indictment as follows: 

William biſton, Clerk; You ſtand 
charged, with having maintained, propa- 
gated and publiſhed, moſt horrid, damna- 
ble and blaſphemous Tenets againſt the 
Doctrine, Worſhip and Majeſty of the 
bleſſed Trinity; expreſsly contradicting 
the Nicene Creed, and defaming the whole 
Athanaſian ; impiouſly aſſerting them to 
be the Inventions of the Prieſts, to pervert 
and confound the Underſtandings of Man- 
kind, This is what you are to anſwer, 
and God ſend you a good Deliverance. 

Mr. Sollicitor General Codex. My Lord, 
Heaven is my Witneſs, with how much 
Sorrow and Reluctance, I appear this Day, 
to make good ſo dreadful a Charge, a- 
gainſt this our unfortunate, apoſtate Bro- 
ther; but when our holy Religion is con- 
cern'd, and our Church is in Danger, 

Com- 


[4] 

Compaſſion would be impious, and Hu- 
manity a Crime; for Experience daily 
teaches us, that Lenity and Tenderneſs 
would prove our Ruin. And furely, if 
ever there was a Caſe that cry'd ont for 
rigorous Juſtice, it is certainly this before 
us; which is no leſs, than robbing the 
Church of one of its moſt valuable Myſ- 
teries; and 8 Deity itſelf, of two T hirds 
of its Dign 5mm owes For it is to 
this facred N ery, that Mankind made 
the firſt — of their Underſtandings; 
to this we owe the implicit Faith of the 
Layety, our own Wealth, Dignities and 
Power; and to this alone, we owe the ſpi- 
ritual Monarchy of the Church. Oh thou 
inexplicable Three-One ! Thou wondrous 
Son! Subject, yet equal; generated, tho 
eternal! And thou moſt Holy Spirit, in- 
conceivably diſtinct from the Father and 
the Son, and yet the ſame with both 
There ſtands the Wretch that would de- 
ſtroy the God that was made Man, to re- 
deem him; and denies that God which 
came down to ſanctify him. Can a Chriſ- 
tian hear this without Horror, or a Prieſt 
forbear to tear his Heart out! Amazing 
Myſtery! For tho God can be ſeen by no 
Man, yet God the Son has appeared at 
ſundry Times to as Patriarchs — 

ro- 
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Prophets, and condeſecnded to be born of 
a Virgin, and to. live in the Man Feſus, 
diſtin from the Father, yet one God: 
Theſe are the divine Truths wi execrable 
Monſter has denied, and for which I hope 
to ſee him ſuffer the moſt exquiſite Tor- 
tures the Zeal of Churchmen can invent. 
And now; my Lord, I ſhall beg Leave to 
call in the Witneſſes to prove the Fact. 

Judge. Who would you call in firſt? 

Mr. Solicitor. Call in Dr. Tr--p. 

Mr. Sollicitor. I deſire, Sir, that you 
would inform the Court what you have 
heard the Priſoner ſay, concerning the ever 
bleſſed Trinity. 

Dr. Tr--p. My Lord, he had the Inſo- 
lence, to tell me to my Face, that it was 
the moſt impudent Piece of Nonſenſe that 
ever was impoſed upon Mankind; and 
that they who cotnpel us to receive it, are 
the moſt inhumane of Tyrants. 

Mr. Sollicitor. Did you hear him fay 
nothing elſe ? 

Dr. Tr--p. No, Sir, for I immediately 
knocked him down, and raiſed the Mob 
upon him, in hopes that he would have 
been tore to Pieces. 

Court. Call in Dr. W--nd. 

Mr. So/licitor. What Diſcourſe have you 
had with the Priſoner about the Trinity? 

Dr. 
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Dr. nd. Sir, while the Priſoner was 
orthodox and pure in his Faith, no Man 
was more intimate with him, or valued 
him more than I did; but when I found 
him examining the Scriptures, and reaſon- 
ing upon Myſteries, I profeſs, I was ex- 
tremely apprehenſive, that ſome great 
Miſchief would happen to the Church; 
nor was it long before he broke out into 
this fatal Error. My Concern was ſuch, 
that there is nothing which I would not 
have done to have ſaved his immortal Soul; 
I begged him for his own Sake, and for 
the Sake of his innocent Brethren, to have 
Pity on a falling Church ;.nay, I aſſur'd 
him of a Couple of the fatteſt Livings in 
the Kingdom, if he would but ſeem to 
recant: But the vile Wretch was ſo far 
from being reduced to a Chriſtian Tem- 

r, by this ſpiritual Encouragement, that 

had the ill Manners to tell me, that he 
would have nothing to do with ſuch a 
Parcel of hypocritical, baſe Raſcals; and 
that the Trinity was nothing but a Piece 
of Roguery invented by the Church. 

Mr. Sollicitor. Was that all that paſs d 
between ye? 

Dr. W--nd. Yes, Sir. 

Mr. Sallicitor. Did not you knock him 


down too ? 
Dr. 


LE 
Dr. nd. Sir, I happen'd to be very 
much weaken'd with a ſmall Running at 
that Time ; but had my Strength been 
equal to my Indignation, I ſhould have 
knock'd his Brains out. | 


Judge. Have you any more Witneſſes ? | 


Mr. Solicitor General. Call in Dr. R--rs. 
Mr. Solicitor. Pray, Sir, _— the. 
Court with what you know of the Priſo- 


ner, in Relation to his defaming, ridicul- 


ing, or denying the holy Trinity. 

Dr. Ros. Sir, as I and ſeveral other 
orthodox Divines were gravely diſcourſin 
upon Tithes, Fine Ale, Pluralities, and ſuch 
like ſpiritual Matters, the Priſoner hap- 
pened to be by; when on a ſudden there 
enter'd a very comely old Gentleman, who 

cr'yd out with an audible Voice, the Myſ- 
tery of Myſteries unfolded, to the utter 
Confuſion of all Arrians, Infidels and He- 
retics; One is Three, and Three are One, 
not only made viſible, but even palpable; 
for here Gentlemen, you ſhall not only ſee 
it, but feel it. Obſerve then, here is but 
one Ball, now, Gentlemen, you ſhall ſee 
this one Ball ſend forth two other Balls 
out of itſelf, as big as itſelf, and yet not 
loſe one Atom of its Weight and Gran- 
deur. Hacus Pocus Reverendiſſimi Specta- 
fores, the One is Three. Now, Gentlemen, 


be 
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be pleas'd to obſerve the Miracle revers'd. 
Pilluls Pilluli congregate, preſto preſto 
unite, ofſervate Siguori Dortiſſimi, the Three 
are One. Theſe Eyes of mine, my Lord, 
were Witneſſes of the Fact: And upon 


one of the Company's expreſſing an un- 


common Satisfaction, and ſaying, That 
this ingenious Gentleman might be of ſig- 
nal Service to the Church, this execrable 
Traytor had the Impudence to declare, 
that we juggled with the Deity, as this 
Conjurer did with his Cups and Balls ; and 
that the bleſſed Trinity was only an eecleſi- 
aſtical  Hocus Pocus; which blaſphemous 
Inſult upon our holy Order being ſuffici- 
ently prov'd, we have nothing more to do, 
than to deliver him over to the ſecular Arm, 
which, I hope, will make ſuch an Exam- 
ple of him, as will ſatisfy the Vengeance 
of an offended Church. | 

Fudge. You | have heard, Sir, what is 
laid to your Charge; and now the Evi- 
dence againſt you has done, you may 
make your Defence.  , 

Mr. „ biſton. My Lord, as nothing 


could be more fortunate to me, than this 


Opportunity of defending the Truth, be- 
fore ſo impartial and accurate a judge; ſo 
it muſt be the higheſt Satisfaction to a free 
People, to ſee it maintained with that 

| Can- 
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Candour and Fairneſs it deſerves. Not- 
withſtanding the violent Clamours that 
have been rais'd againſt me, your Lordſhip 
muſt neceſſarily ſee, that my only Crime 
is, that of differing from the reſt of my 
Brethren, in a ſpeculative Point; but a 
Point of ſuch Importance, I muſt confeſs, 
that no leſs, than the Tyranny of the 
Prieſthood, and the Liberty of the Laity 
depend upon it. My Cauſe, my Lord, is 
that of Truth, and I hope I ſhall be al- 
low'd the Liberty of aſking thoſe learned 
Witneſſes ſuch Queſtions, as will be moſt 
likely to diſcover it, and to ſet it in the 
cleareſt Light. | 

Fudge. Sir, You may take your own 
Method in your Defence. 

Mr. Whifton. I defire then to know of 
the ingenious Dr. Tr, whether the divine 
Eſſence can be ſeparated from any of the 
Perſons in the Trinity ? P 

Df. T7--p. We hold, that it cannot. 

Mr. Whifton. Then I defire to know, 
whether the ſecond Perſon was ſent with 
the divine Eflence, or without it? 

Dr. Tr--p. We maintain, that it was 
ſent with it. 

Mr. Whifton. Sir, I deſire, that you 
would inform the Court, whether you can 
conceive it poſſible for any Being to be 

C ſent, 
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ſent, and at the ſame Time not to be diſ- 
tint and ſeparate from the Being that 
ſends it? 

Dr. Tr--p. God damn him--[afide.] My 
Lord, I beg Leave to obſerve, that this is 
a ſophiſtical and enſnaring Queſtion, and 
does not admit of a direct and categorical 
' Anſwer; for we ſay, that although the 
divine Eſſence is in its own Nature inſepa- 
rable, it muſt neceſſarily be the ſame Eſ- 
ſence, ſaid to be ſent indeed, but not ſent, 
according to human Conception of ſend- 
ing; but ſent in an ineffable Manner, 
agreeable to the Nature of God, but in- 
conceivable to Men; and it is that makes 
the Myſtery, which is nothing elſe but the 
Inconceivableneſs of the Manner, wrapp' d 
up in the Revelation of the Fact: And 
in the implicit and hearty Belief of your 
Inconceivableneſs, lyes the true Secret of 
a meritorious and ſaving Faith; and 
this is the true Doctrine of the Church. 

Mr. Whiſton. The true Doctrine of the 
Church then is; that perfect Unity and 
real Separation, are compatible in the ſame 
Subject, and at the ſame Time !-- but, to 
proceed ;-- I beg the learned Doctor would 
inform the Court, to what Intent and Pur- 
poſe, the ſecond Perſon in the Trinity was 
inſeparably united to the Man Jeſus, ſince it 

never 
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never gave the Man Jeſus the leaſt Aſſiſt- 
ance in. any one Act; for he attributes 
every Virtue and Power to the Father, 
which 1s in Heaven ? 

Dr. Tr--p. As nothing can be a greater 
Inſult upon the divine Majeſty, than to 
cenſure his Conduct, and to call his Wiſ- 
dom in Queſtion ; ſo nothing can be more 
incumbent upon his Vicegerents, than to 
ſupport his Digaity, and to juſtify his 
Ways with Men. Was it not infinite 
Goodneſs in the Almighty to live among 
us, to be a Witneſs to all our Wants, to 
overlook the Man Jeſus, to give a private 
Account to the Father of what paſs'd, and 
to hinder him from. doing any Harm, 
tho' he did not afford him the leaſt Aſſiſt- 
ance to do any Good? Such Actions as 
theſe, Sir, may be highly expedient in the 
Trine-œ onompy, perfectly agreeable to the 
diſtinct Operation of harmonic. Union, 
and abſolutely neceflary to the Execution 
of the wonderous Scheme. 

Mr. Whiſton. Since you have given fo 
curious an Account of the Nature and 
Offices of the Deity, and ſeem to be fo 


2 
FF . intimately acquainted with his Secrets, 
F pray, what do you think of the Devil's 
urrying the Almighty into the Wilder- 

neſs, then toſſing him up upon the Pina- 
C2 cle 


L121] 

cle of a Temple, and, laſtly, of his hav- 
ing the Aſſurance to bid him fall down 
and worſhip him? Now, Sir, according to 
your Principles, the very Story itſelf is in- 
credible ; for his Excellence, the Dev/, 
ſeems to fall as ſhort of the high Opinion 
the Church has of his Cunning, in not 
knowing whom he had to deal with, as he 
ſurpaſſes the Limits they have ſet to his 
Power, by his ruling the Omnipotent. 
You hear my Objection, Sir, and I beg the 
Favour of you to anſwer it to the Court. 

Dr. Tr--p. That Chriſt was carried by 
the evil Spirit into the Wilderneſs, the holy 
Scriptures do indeed declare ; but then he 
was carried as Man, not as God. God 
indeed, for wiſe Purpoſes, permitted the 
Man Teſus to be hurried away, and to be 


tempted, and attended him, as a Witneſs 


of his Virtue. For I beg your Lordſhip 
to obſerve, that although the divine Nature 
was inſeparable from the human, the di- 
vine Nature might give the Devil Leave 
to run away with the human, and at the 
fame Time voluntarily accompany it; fo 
that the divine Nature might act with the 
utmoſt Freedom, while the human was 
driven by Compulſion. And as to the 
other Difficulty, it is but ſuppoſing the 
Divinity's being incegnito; and then, =_ 
cou 
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could the Devil know a Word of his being 
there? And, conſequegtly, does not de- 
ſerve the invidious Reflections this Gentle- 
man is pleas d to throw upon him. 

Mr. Whiften. Since the Doctor has te- 
folv'd the laſt Difficulty with ſuch extra- 
ordinary Subtlety, and has brought off the 
Devil ſo ingeniouſly, I muſt beg the Fa- 


*Z vour of him to explain one knotty Point 
more, and ſo proceed to the examinin 


my Witneſſes. I deſire him therefore to 
declare, whether he thinks the ſupreme 
God deficient in Knowledge; and whe- 
ther Chriſt has not expreſly declar'd the 
ſecond and third Perſon in the Trinity to 
be deficient in Knowledge, by poſitively 
affirming, that the firſt Perſon only, which 
is the Father, knows the Day of Judg- 


ment? 


Dr. Tr--p. That there is ſuch an Ex- 
preſſion in holy Writ, the Church does 
not deny; and is alſo fo fair and candid, 
as to admit that, according to the com- 
mon Acceptation of Words, and the moſt 
regular Proceſs of human Reaſoning, the 
Son and Holy Ghoſt are abſolutely ex- 
cluded, by that Knowledge being confin'd 
to the Father only; but then ſhe fays, that 
the Perſon being inſeparable from the Eſ- 
ſence, and the Father knowing by his Eſ- 

ſence, 
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ſence, and not by his Perſon, the Son being 
acknowledged by the Church, to be of the 
ſame Eſſence, he muſt, in reſpe& to his 
Eſſence, neceſſarily have the ſame Know- 
ledge, tho' he had it not in any other Re- 
ſpect; for the Attributes being the ſame, 
the Powers will be the ſame alſo. Tho 
the Church does hold ſome Tenets indeed, 
which are of a pretty hard Digeſtion, yet 
Gentlemen will find themſelves prodigi- 
ouſly miſtaken, if they think ſhe wants 
Arguments for her Defence. 

Mr. Whiſton. If the Doctor calls this 
arguing, he may go on indeed 'till Dooms- 
day; and as he has given your Lordſhip 
a ſufficient Specimen of his ridiculous 
Trifling, and folemn Nonſenſe, that I may 
not provoke him to trouble your Lerdſhip 
with any more of it, I will beg Leave to 
call in my Witneſſes, that you may hear 
what they have to ſay in my Defence. 

Dr. Tr--p. Solemn Nonſenſe, you Dog 
My, Lord ſuch Uſage is not to be bore ; 
ſhall Men of my ſublime Character be us'd 
thus? Shall the Repreſentatives of God, 
and the Fellow-Labourers of Chriſt, who 
have a Power ſuperior to Angels and Arch- 
angels, be expos'd to the Scoffs and Inſults 
of Libertines and Deiſts? If I can't have 


Juſtice from the Court, I will have it from 
the 
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the People. Fire; Murther; the Church 
is in Danger; down with the Heretics; tear 
them to Pieces; beat their Brains out ; 
knock 

Judge. I would have you conſider, Sir, 
that you are not at Oxford, or in Convoca- 
tion, but before an impartial Court of Juſ- 
tice, which is the Guardian of our Liber- 
ties; which will maintain its Authority, 
and commands Decency and Reſpect. 
And let me tell you, Sir, the People are 
not to be mov'd by the bellowing of a 
Prieſt ; for they know you too well, to be 

our Tools any longer. 

Dr. Tr--p. I little expected, that a Man 
of my Dignity and Order, ſhould have 
been brow-beaten, for uſing a peſtiferous 
Heretic as he deſerves. Hereſies, my 
Lord, are of too virulent, obſtinate and 
exuberant a Nature, to be exterminated by 
Diſputes. Such Plagues are to be cur'd 
by nothing but Fire and Sword; for, be- 
lieve me my Lord, the Unity and Peace 
of a Church depends upon its Power ; 
nor will it ever be ſafe and happy, till we 
can cruſh the Malignant, cruciate the Ob- 
ſtinate, and cut off the Rebellious from 
the Face of the Earth; and 

Fudge, Sir, You muſt not diſturb the 
Court with your ſeditious Harangues let 
the Priſoner proceed to call his Witneſſes. 


Mr. 
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Mr. Whiſton. Call in Peter the Apoſtle. 
\ . What Queſtion would you aſk 
2 


Mr. Whifton. I defire he may be aſk'd, 
2 What he thinks of the Doctrine of. the 


Trinity ? | 
" Fudge. You hear the Queſtion, Mr. 
Peter? 


Peter the Apoſtle. I do, my Lord; but 
as I never heard the Word before this Mo- 
ment, I proteſt I cannot gueſs what it 
means. 

Judge. Mr. Whiflon, you have put the 
Queſtion in too general a Manner, you 
ſhould have open'd it a little, and explain'd 
the Point in Diſpute. 

Mr. Wh:i/ton. I muſt beg to be excus d, 
my Lord, for it is not my Buſineſs to ex- 
plain my Adverſary's Doctrine; beſides, I 
am not really able to do it. | 

Fudge. Dr. Tr--p, you muſt explain 
your Trinity; the Witneſs here does not 
know what to make of it. 

Dr. Tr--p. The Trinity, Sir, is the 

' ſublimeſt Myſtery in the Chriſtian Diſ- 
penſation, the Touchſtone of an ortho- 
dox Faith, and one of the greateſt 
Eſſentials towards the obtaining of ever- 
laſting Life. It is a Doctrine collected out 
of the facred Scriptures, by our holy _ 
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ther the Church, which has appointed us 
to tell the People, that there is one God 
the Father, and one God the Son, and one 
God the Holy Ghoſt; but that theſe three 
are not three Gods, but one God: That 
the Son is neither made nor created, but 
begotten; and that the Holy Ghoſt is nei- 
ther made, nor begotten, but proceeds. 
Or thus, Sir, the Father is the ſupreme 
God, and Jeſus Chriſt is the ſupreme God, 
but not the ſame ſupreme God that the 
Father is; and the Holy Ghoſt is the ſu- 
preme God, but not the ſame ſupreme 
God that the Father is, or that Jeſus Chriſt 
is; and that notwithſtanding they are not 
the ſame ſupreme God, yet they are not 
three ſupreme Gods. And in this Trinity 
none is afore 'or after other; but the Son 
is begotten by an eternal Generation; and 
tho' eternally generating, has been gene- 
rated from all Eternity. Likewiſe the 
Holy Ghoſt is by eternal Proceſſion, eter- 
nally proceeding, yet Almighty from all 
Eternity. This is Trinity in Unity, and 
Unity in Trinity ; Three in One, and One 
in Three; not Three, but One; nor One, 
but Three, The Firſt is Firſt, the Second 
is from the Firſt, and the Third is from 
the Second and the Firſt, The Firſt js 
not before the Second, nor the Second 

before 
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before the Third: But the Firſt is Firſt, 
the Second is Firſt, and the Third is Firſt; 
neither confounding nor dividing, One and 
Three, or Three and One. Now this is 
the Catholic Faith, which except a Man 
believe faithfully, he ſhall periſh everlaſt- 
ingly. This is all, Sir, which to be ſure 

you knew, as well as we, tho you did not 

reduce it to a regular Syſtem, and make it 
one of the Articles of your Credenda; 
which, for very wiſe Ends, the Church 
has prudently done fince. In ſhort, Sir, 
you have nothing to do, but to tell the 
Court, that you are of the ſame Opinion 
with the Church, and at the fame Time 
you will eſtabliſh your owih Character, and 
our Authority. 

Peter. I am fo far from being of your 
Opinion, that, I profes, I don't underſtand 

ou. 

; Dr. Tr--p. Not underſtand me] Why 
. plainer; you are to believe no 
more than this, that there are three Per- 
ſons and one God, and that every Perſon 
is very God. 

Peter. Soyou only modeſtly defire me 
to believe, that there are four Gods. 

Dr. Tr- P. Sir, You entirely miſtake the 
Matter; for tho every Perſon is God, yet 


every 
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every Perſon is not a particular God, for 
they all ſubſiſt in the fame Eſſence, which 
conſtitutes the Unity ; and the Trine-Per- 
ſonality, ſubſiſting in the Unity, conſtitutes 
the Trinity. Sir, This is ſo clear and eaſy, 
that we don't ſcruple to teach it our Wo- 
mea and Children. 

Peter. Tho' your Women and Children 
are ſo eaſily ſatisfied, I muſt be much bet- 
ter inſtructed, before I can be ſatisfied; 


wherefore I ſhall take the Liberty of de- 


firing you to explain what you mean by 
Perſon and Efſlence ? 

Dr. Tr--p. With all my Heart, Sir; 
Why Perſon, Sir, is a nominal Idea of an 
unſubſtantial, uncreated, incomprehenſibly, 
begotten, or proceeding Subiiſtence; purely 
and ſimply taken in itſelf, a Non-Entity, 
but really and potentially diſtinguiſhing . 
Entities. And Eſſence, being an occult, 
immaterial Subſtance, neceſſarily contain- 
ing all thoſe Accidents, without which it 
could not poſſibly ſubſiſt, the Perſon ſub- 
ſiſting in the Eſſence, dialectically and lo- 
gically ſpeaking, may be ſaid to be the Ac- 


cident of the Subſtance, differing in Name 


and Nature indeed, tho co- equal, co-efſen- 
tial, and co- eternal. Ver't thou a Teacher 
in Iſrael, and knoweſt not theſe Things? 

5 1 
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Peter. Is that to be wonder'd at, if 
theſe Things have been invented fince I 
was a Teacher? For the People in my 
Time had too much Senſe to be the Inven- 
tors of ſuch unintelligible Stuff, and too 
much Honeſty to ſuffer it; but thy Tribe, 
_— 
Judge. Gentlemen, It will be impoſſible 
to come to a Concluſion, unleſs we put 
a Stop to this ſenſeleſs, unmeaning Jargon . 
of the Schools; wherefore, as it is m 
Buſineſs to keep you to the Point, I will 
propoſe the Queſtion myſelf. 
Dr. — With humble Submiſſion, 
my Lord, as the Priſoner ſtands indicted 
for Blaſphemy againſt the Nicene and Atba- 
 nafian Creeds, as explain'd by the Reverend 
Dr. Tr--p, I infiſt upon it, that the Wit- 
neſs's Evidence muſt ſpeak directly to that, 
and muſt declare to the Court, whether he 
thinks Tr--p's Trinity an orthodox Tri- 
nity, or not. Mr. Peter, pray tell my 
Lord, what you think of 7 r--p's Trinity. 
Peter. Tho' I was bred but a poor Fiſh- 
erman, there is no Reaſon I ſhould be ridi- 
cul'd, and have a ſtrange Jumble of Stuff 
propos'd to me, becauſe I was not brought 
up to Learning. How indifferent ſoever 
| theſe great Doctors may think of my Un- 
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derſtanding, Chriſt did not think me un- 
worthy of Matters of the greateſt Impor- 
tance. I never underſtood Quibbles and 
Riddles, nor do I underſtand theſe. When 
theſe Gentlemen are in earneſt, and will 
aſk me any thing that I can make any 
Senſe of, I will give them as ſatisfactory 
an Anſwer as I am able; for this ſeems to 
be nothing but jingling with Words. 
Surely, my Lord, theſe Fellows muſt be 
a Pack of impudent Cheats; for they can- 
not poflibly believe, what they would im- 
poſe upon the reſt of Mankind. Have 

you no Laws againſt ſuch Hypocrites? 

Dr. Codex. If your Lordſhip can hear 
the facred Character of Churchmen thus 
ſcurrilouſly treated, I can't. We are likely 
indeed to expect Juſtice, when the Court 
is corrupted againſt the Prieſthood! It is 
not the firſt Time that the Earth has open- 
ed, and Fire from Heaven has conſum'd 
ſuch, &c. 

Judge. Jailor, Take away that mad, 
perſecuting Bell-weather, and let us go on 
with the Tryal. Mr. Peter, the Court 
has too great a Regard for your Character, 
to countenance any ludicrous Impoſitions 
upon you; and theſe Divines are in ear- 
neſt, I aſſure you; for let it appear ever fo 

un- 
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unintelligible and abſurd to you, this is the 
Faith which we muſt ſubſcribe to, or ſuf- 
fer the moſt rigorous Perſecution here, 
and be devoted by the Church to eternal 
Tortures hereafter. | | 

Pieter. My Surprize, my Lord, is fo 
aſtoniſhing, that I muſt beg a Moment's 
Indulgence, till I recover myſelf. — Am 
I aſk'd, if this Creed is Apoſtolical? If 
the moſt glaring Nonſenſe, and the moſt 
manifeſt Contradictions be Apoſtolical! 
Is there a Man of common Senſe, com- 
mon Modeſty, or common Honeſty, that 


could ever have imagin'd, or promulg d, 


ſach filly and impious Notions of the 
Deity? Have not all the Prophets, Evan- 
geliſts, and Apoſtles continually aſcrib'd 
all Might, Majeſty and Power to the Fa- 
ther alone? And has notChriſt as often de- 
clar'd to you, that he never did any thing, 


nor ever could do any thing, without the 


Authority and Aſſiſtance of the Father ? 


And does not he take hold of every 
Opportunity of aſcribing every 
— — Or can any Man ſhew 
.me, where he has given the leaſt Hint, 
that he himſelf was the ſupreme God? 
And ſince Tam call'd upon for my Opi- 
nion, upon this Occaſion, both for the 


Action to 


Sa- 
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Satisfaction of Mankind, and for my own 
Juſtification, I will now repeat a Part of 
of what I have formerly wrote relatin 
to this Subject. In a public Aſſembly at 
Czſarea, I ſpoke thus: Ye know Teſus . 
of Nazareth, whom God hath anointed 
with the Holy Ghoſt, and with Power ; 
who went about doing Good, and healing 
thoſe that were poſſeſsd by the Devil, 
® becauſe God was with him. This Per- 
& ſon God rais'd from the Dead the third 
Day, and commandeq; us to preach, and 
teſtify to the People, that this very Perſon 
was decreed and determin'd to be the 
Judge of the Living and the Dead. Is 
this deſcribing Chriſt as the ſupreme God ? 
Is not here a ſtrong Aſſertion of a Power 
delegated to him from the Father, to ena- 
ble him to perform thoſe Works, for which 
he was ſent into the World? Had he been 
God-man, he could neither have wanted 
nor receivd ſuch Power. It is abſurd 
therefore to ſuppoſe it to be ſent where it 
could be of no Uſe. If Chriſt had been 
the ſupreme God, I muſt have deſcrib d 
him in a Manner directly contrary to this. 
Then I muſt have ſaid, Jeſus Chriſt is God 
of Gods, he is the Omnipotent, has all 
Power originally in himſelf, and cannot 
poſ- 
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poſſibly derive it from any other Being. 
But how manifeſtly would this contra- 
dict and claſh with what went before? 
Nay, it would not only contradict what 
I have ſaid of him, but gives the Lye to 
every Deſcription of him, thro' the whole 
New Teſtament. And I do here inſiſt 
upon it, that the Aſſertions of the Trini- 
farians, in Reſpect to Chriſt's Divinity, 
are abſolutely incompatible with the De- 
{criptions of him in the Goſpel. Another 
Paſſage, in py ay of the ſame 
Principle, is as follows; Ve made tnoun 
unto you the Power and Coming of our 
Lord Jeſus Chrift ; we were Witneſſes of 
bis Majeſty, for he receivd from God Ho- 
nour and Glory. I ſhall not trouble you 
with any more Proofs; but only beg 
Leave to put this laſt into the Form of an 
Argument; as thus, The omnipotent God 
cannot receive Honour and Glory: But 
Jeſus Chriſt did receive Honour and Glory; 
therefore Jeſus Chriſt cannot be the omni- 
potent God. Which Propoſition, Gen- 

tlemen, do you deny? | 
Dr. Tr--p. Do'ſt thou imagine, that 
Doctors of Divinity will have fo little 
Regard to their Dignity, as to diſpute with 
ſuch an ignorant, beggarly Fellow as thou 
| art ? 
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art? What Univerſity wert thou bred 
at? Go to Billinſgate, Fellow, and 
there you will meet with Company 
that will ſuit you ; for Deans, ſpiritual 
Lords and Doctors, don't uſe to talk to 
Fiſhermen. 

Peter. I can't pretend indeed to a 
learned Education, but, in Recom- 
pence, I was bred at the Fountain 
Head of Humility, Mercy, Juſtice, and 
every Virtue, that can render Men hap- 
pier or better ; and ſhall not envy even 
real Acquiſitions, that are accompany'd 
with Vanity and Inſolence. 

Fudge. Have you done with the 
Witneſs? 

Mr. Whiſton. Yes, my Lord. 

Judge. Who would you call next? 

Mr. Whiſton, Paul the Apoſtle of 
Tarſas. 

Fudge. What would you aſk of Paul? 

Mr. pi ſton. I would have aſk'd him 
the ſame Queſtion that was put to Peter, 
if I were not thoroughly perſwaded, 
I ſhould have a Repetition of the fame 
Anſwer. Wherefore I ſhall only aſk 
him, whether he believes Jeſus Chriſt 
to be the ſupreme God? And what was 

E the 
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the Doctrine he taught, concerning his 
Nature, Office, and Being ? 

Paul. When I endeavour'd to con- 
vert the Jeus and the Gentiles, I al- 
ways ſpoke of our Saviour in the clear- 
eſt and moſt intelligible Manner I was 
able; nor can I conceive, that any 
thing, I either faid or wrote, could give 
the leaſt Handle for any one to imagine, 
that I believ'd Jeſus Chriſt to be the 
ſupreme God; for almoſt in the Begin- 
ning of every Epiſtle, I have diſtin- 
guith'd him from the ſupreme Being, 
by giving the Title of God to the Fa- 
ther, and that of Lord to our Saviour. 
Which Diſtinction runs thro the whole 
Work, except in one Paſſage or two; 
and then the Circumſtances in the De- 
{cription diſtinguiſh them more effectu- 
ally, than the very Terms themſelves, 
which have been made Uſe of for that 
Purpoſe. As for Inſtance, in my Epiſ- 
tle to the Hebrews, where I tell them, 

that God, who ſpake in Time paſt to the 
Fathers by the Prophets, in theſe laſt 
Days has ſpoken to us by his Son, whom 
be hath made the Heir of all Things, 
and by whom he made the Worlds ; who 
being the Splendor of his Glory, and = 
| Cha- 
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Character of his Subſtance ; carrying 
all Things by the Power of his Word, 
making the Purification of our Sius by 
Bae, 

Greatneſs in the higheſt ; being made j6 
much more excellent than the Angels, by 
as much as he hath inherited a more 
excellent Name than they; for to whom 
of the Angels did he ever ſay, Thou art 
my Son, this Day have I begatten thee? 
And again, I ſhall be to him a Father, 
and he ſhall be to me à Son? But, when 


be ſat 1 r the right Hand of 
8 


* 


he brings his Firſt- born again into the 


World, be ſays, and let all the Angeli of 


God worſhip bim. And to the Angels he 
faith, who maketh his Angels Spirits, and 
bis Miniſters a flaming Fire: But to the 
Son, Thy Throne, O God, is for ever; 
the Scepter of Righteouſneſs, is the Scep- 
ter of thy Kingdom; thou haſt lou d 
Righteouſneſs, and bated Iniguity; where- 
fore God, even thy God, hath anointed 

' thee with the Oyl of Gladneſs above thy 
Fellows. Have I not faid in other Places, 
ye have the ſame Relation to Chriſt, that 
Chriſt bas to God; that Chriſt is the 
Firſt-born of every Creature; that be 
died, and was raisd again from the 
Dead by God? Have not I faid, as 
E 2 plain 
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plain as Words can expreſs, that there is 
no other God but one; for although there 
are ſuch Beings as are call'd Gods, whe- 
ther in Heaven or in Earth, yet to us 
Chriſtians, there is but one God, viz. 
the Father, ſrom whom are all Things, 
and we in bim; and one Lord Jeſus 
Chriſt, by whom are all Things, and we 
by bim. I will have you know alſo, 
that Chr is the Head of every Man; 
Man is the Head of the Woman, and 
God is the Head of Chriſt ; then ſhall be 
the End, when he ſhall deliver up his 
Kingdom to God the Father ; then ſhall 
Chrift be ſubmitted to him that hath put 
all Things under him, that God may be 
all in all. Bleſſed be the God and Father 
of our Lord Jeſus Chriſt, who hath put 
all Things under his Feet; and made 
him the Head of all Things to the Church. 
From what I have juſt now ſaid, I 
ſhall make it as clear as is poſſible for 
Words to expreſs, that my Doctrine 
about Chriſt 1s diametrically contrary, 
to that which theſe learned Doctors ſo 
vehemently contend for. Nor will that 
trite and pitiful Diſtinction, of the di- 
vine and human Nature, in the leaſt 
avail them here; for they will not 9 
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be driven from that weak Hold, but be 
cut off even from Chicanry itſelf, As 
they have hitherto admitted, that Chriſt 
exiſted in his higheſt Capacity before . 
the Worlds were made, I ſhall argue 
upon that Suppoſition. Is there any 
thing then more clear and apparent, 
than the ſupreme God made that very 
Perſon Heir of all Things, by whom 
he made the Worlds? Is it not the ſame 
Perſon that fits down at the right Hand 
of Greatneſs, and that is made more 
excellent than the Angels? Is it not 
ſill the ſame Perſon, whom he calls by 
the eminent Appellation of God, and 
whoſe God bath anointed him with the 
Oyl of Gladneſs above bis Fellows? 
When this divine Perſon therefore was 
made Heir of Things, did not he re- 
ceive Dignity, Power, or ſome Advan- 
tage at leaſt, which he did not poſſeſs 
before? When God made the Worlds 
by this Perſon, did he not uſe him as 
an Agent or Inſtrument, and conſe- 
quently imploy him as an inferior Be- 
ing? Again, Chriſt, you ſay, is the 
ſupreme God; but Chriſt is alſo the 
Firſt-born of every Creature : There- 
fore the ſupreme God, according to you, 

is 
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is the Firſt-born of every Creature. 
K moſt conſcientious and 
Divines, your old Trick of 
playing faſt and looſe, with the divine 
and human Nature, fails you; for cer- 
tainly Chriſt was not the Firſt-born of 
every human Creature; for then he 
muſt have been born before his Mother. 
] hope, Gentlemen, that you will have 
the Modeſty to grant me this. And, 
in a Line or two fartHMer, I have ſhew'd 
you, that my calling Chriſt, God, is 
not the leaſt Proof in the World, that 
he muſt be the ſupreme God; for this 
is a common eſſion in the Ol 
Tglament, and is frequently apply'd to 
other Beings, as well as to the ſupreme; 
who therefore is diſtinguiſh'd by the 
Title of the God of Gods. For, in the 
Old Teftament, even Moſes and the 
udges were call'd Gods; and this I 
e taken care to aſſert and explain in 
fuch a Manner, as makes it impoſſible 
for the Son to be the ſupreme God, if 
the poſitive Aſſertion of an Apoſtle may 
be allow'd as a Proof for I have ſo- 
lemnly affirm'd, that to us Chriſtians 
there is but one God, which is God the 
Father; conſequently, unleſs they can 


prove 
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prove the Son to be the Father, he can- 
not poſſibly be that one God. And 
J have alfo told you, that to us Chriſ- 
tians there is one Lord, which is Jeſus 
Chriſt ; therefore, as I have ſaid above, 
if Jeſus Chriſt is not the Father, he 
cannot be the ſupreme God. Now 
I will ſubmit it to the Determination 
of every honeſt Man, whether the Doc- 
trine of the modern Apoſtles is not 
directly contradictory to mine, and con- 
ſequently to that of all the facred Wri- 
ters. But what are not thoſe Men capa- 
ble of, that can tell you, that the eternal 
God was begotten; and that the firſt- 
born of every Creature was not created? 
Or what Abſurdity can be equal to the 
following, viz. That God'dy'd to make 
infinite Satisfaction to God? Here is the 


immortal, eternal God dies to appeaſe - 


himſelf. Is it to be imagin'd, that if 
I had known Jeſus Chriſt to have been 
the ſupreme God, that I ſhould not 
have worſhipped him as devoutly, ador'd 
him with as much Reverence, and de- 
ſcrib'd him with as much Majeſty, as 
the modern Apoſtles? Would not it 
have been my Duty as well as theirs, 
to have told the People, (whom I was 

to 
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to convert and inſtruct in the Chriſtian 
Faith) that the ſupreme God was come 
down from Heaven to be born of a 
Virgin, and to take Humanity upon 
him; and that Jeſus Chriſt being God- 
man, was this ſupreme Being; and that, 
while John was baptizing the ſupreme 
God, the ſupreme God came down 
from Heaven, in the Form of a Dove, 
and. fanRify'd the ſupreme God; and 
that he cur'd the Lame and the Blind, 
and rais'd the Dead by his own omni- 

ent Power, and not by that of the 
Father. But had I faid this, I ſhould 
have ſpoke moſt extravagant Nonſenſe, 
utter'd a moſt audacious Falſhood, and 
have, impudently contradicted Chriſt 
himſelf; and · for which I ſhould deſerve 
to be treated like an execrable Villain. 

Mr. II hiſton. As your Lordſhip has 
heard the Opinions of the chief of the 
Apoſtles, I ſhall beg Leave to call in the 
Evangeliſts in their Order, who muſt 
neceſſarily agree with the Apoſtles, or 
the Chriſtian Religion itſelf will fall to 
the Ground. 

Judge. Mr. Matthew, the Queſtion 
is very ſhort, Do you believe Jcſus 
Chriſt to be the ſupreme God? 1 

at- 
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Matthew. My Lord, I ſhall be as 
ſhort in my Anſwer. I do affirm it to 
be impoflible, for that Being to be the 
ſupreme God, that aſcribes every Act 
to, and derives every Power from the 
ſupreme God; and this Jeſus Chriſt 
frequently acknowledges, in regard to 
himſelf: And ſaid in expreſs Words, 
The Father is greater than me. Oh, 
but ſays the learned Gentleman, this 
was ſpoken in Relation to his human 
Capacity. I wonder he does not tell 
me, that it was ſpoken in his childiſh 
Capacity, and that he meant his Father 
Foſeph : Tho' to ſay the Truth, this is 
ſo filly a Speech, in the Senſe the Church 
has taken it, that even a Child could 
not be weak enough to have made it. 
What a pretty Compliment then do 
they make Chriſt and his Followers, by 
imagining that any of them could have 
been ſo profoundly ſtupid, as not to 
know that the ſupreme God was greater 
than a Man. 

Dr. Tr--p. Give me Leave to tell 
you, Sir, that there is a Fineſſe in that 
Paſſage, which is too delicate for a Gen- 
tleman of your Caſt. However, I will 
do you the Honour to explain it to 

F you; 
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you; and, in order to it, I muſt acquaint 
you, that your Maſter had a threefold 
Manner of conveying his Inſtructions; 
which was many times by Parables, 
ſometimes by Paradoxes, and, upon 
certain Emergencies, by Equivocation 
and double Entendre, as in the Caſe 
before us: For he being compos d of 
two diſtinct Natures, it was entirely at 
his Election to call which of them he 
pleas d [Me]; by Virtue of which he 
might always have two different An- 
ſwers ready, upon any extraordinary 
Occaſion, For Example, Suppoſe now, 
that ſuch a wicked Rogue as Judas had 
a Mind to betray him, and ſhould aſk 
him, whether he were the ſupreme Gad ? 
Why, Sir, he might very ſafely have 
taken his Oath upon it, that he was 
not; only by mentally reſerving guate- 
nus the human Nature. On the other 
Hand, if the ſame Queſtion were to 
be put by a Diſciple that he could truſt, 
he might juſt as honeſtly own himſelf 
to be the ſupreme God; and we are 
credibly inform'd, that he never made 
the leaſt Secret of it to his particular 
Friends : For (notwithſtanding that the 
Enemies of Religion have robb'd us "at 

tne 
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the Privilege of pleading Tradition) 
they have not depriv'd us of the Liberty 
of founding our Doctrines upon it, or 
of making ſuch Interpretations of the 
Scriptures as ſhall be moſt beneficial to 
the Church. And as it is highly reaſo- 
nable, that we ſhould pay a greater Re- 
gard to her Authority, than to a few 
unguarded Expreſion of Peter and 

Paul; ſo we have unanimouſly agreed, 
to maintain her Myſteries to the laſt 
Drop of our Blood. 

Mr. Whi/fton. My Lord, Mr. Mark 
the Evangeliſt being abſent, at the Be- 
ginning of the Tryal, I defire, that he 
may have Dr. Tr-p's Trinity read to 
br.. 

Fudge. Mr. Mark, you are cited here 

upon a very ſolemn Occafion;; and the 
Reaſon of this Creed's being read -to 
you is, to know whether yow do in your 
Conſcience believe Re is in it to be 
true ? 

Mark. My Lord, as 1 am a perfect 
Stranger to this Diſpute; I ſhould be 
glad to be inform'd of the Nature of a 
Creed, to know whence it is taken, by 
whom it is made, and to what Intent 
and Purpoſe it is publiſti d. 

| EF 2 Mr. 
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Mr. Whiflon. If your Lordſhip will 
give me Leave, I will give him that 
Satisfaction in a very few Words. Sir, 
a Creed is a particular Syſtem of Faith, 
compos d of the particular Opinions of 
a Club of Parſons, and it is pretended 
to be drawn out of the holy Scriptures. 
This is what the People are oblig'd to 
profeſs, or ſubmit to loſe their Employ- 
ments, and to be put in Jail, and be 
ſtarv'd. And it is only for Want of 
Compliance to this, that you ſee me 
here in Bonds. 

Mark. Can the Church be fo wicked 
and barbarous! And does it pretend to 
have an Authority from the Scriptures 
to perſecute? And do the People tamely 
fit ſtil], and ſuffer it? But let your Ty- 
ranny be ever ſo cruel and extenſive, it 
ſhall not deter me from ſpeaking 
Truth; and I defy you to ſhew the leaſt 
Syllable in my Writings, that favours 
your blaſphemous Nonſenſe; but on 
the contrary ſhall bring you ſuch a 
Proof, that Jeſus Chriſt is not the ſu- 
preme God, that Impudence itſelf would 
almoſt bluſh to oppoſe it. 

Dr. Tr--p. You Dog! How dare 
you treat the Spouſe of Chriſt thus 


irreve- 
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irreverently! Sirrah, you deſerve -- &c. 
Mark. You miſtake, Sir, it is the 
Whore of Babylon that I chaſtiſe; 
whoſe Proſtitution, Impudence, Cru- 
elty, Covetouſneſs, Corruption, Trea- 
chery, Inſolence and Ambition, were 
never equal'd on this Side Hell. And 
certainly, if any Villains ever deſerv'd 
eternal Tortures, they are thoſe that 
'corrupt and delude the very People they 
take upon them to inſtruc and preſerve ; 
they are thoſe that rob, tyranniſe, and 
murder, under a Pretence of Religion, 
Humility and Charity; in fine, it is 
thoſe rapacious, hypocritical, leacherous 
Gluttons, that have chang'd a plain and 
reaſonable Inſtitution into myſterious 
Nonſenſe and juggling Abſurdities ; 
placing the Eſſence of Religion in 
Quirks and Tricks; cheating the Peo- 
ple, oppreſſing the Poor, trampling upon 
the Laws, and treading upon the Necks 
of Princes. My Lord, I ſhould beg 
Pardon for this ſevere Reply, if the 
Provocation had not extorted it, and 
Truth had not — the it; however, 
I ſhall now go on with my Proof. Our 
Saviour has often declar'd himſelf infe- 
rior to the Father; and the Inſtance, by 
which 
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which F am going to prove, that he is 
ſo, is ſo very remarkable, that I ſhall 
conſider it in as diſtin& and particular 
a Manner as poſſible. 8 g of the 
Day of Judgment, fays he, Of that 
Day and Hour knoweth no Man, no not 
- the Angels which are in Heaven, neither 
the Son, but the Father only. Who can 
caſt his Eye upon this Aſſertion of our 
Saviour, without taking Notice of the 
regular Gradation manifeſtly form'd 
with an Intent to exclude all other Be- 

ings whatſoever, and to confine the 
Fore-knowledge of the Day of Judg- 
ment to the Father only. 2 fince 
the Revercnds and right Reverends have 
thought fit to ſay, that Chriſt is a Com- 
poſition of a divine and human Nature, 
and that this Want of Knowledge is 
aſſerted of his human Nature only, I 
ſhall prove the contrary of it beyond all 
Exception; for the very firſt Propo- 
fition excludes Chriſt, as to his human 
Nature, by ſaying, that no Man knows 
that Day and the next Propoſition 
excludes the next ſuperior Degree of 
intelligent Beings, by adding, in a 
moſt emphatical Manner, that even the 


Angels, that are in Heaven, did not 
know 
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know itz after which he riſes ſtill higher, 
and declares, that even the Son (in that 
Capacity which he is in, ſuperior to the 
Angels) did not know it, but the Father 
only : So that nothing in Nature can be 
more evident, than that all other Per- 
ſons, even of the Trinity itſelf, as well 
as all other Beings, are excluded, and 
that he bas limited that Knowledge to 
the Perſon of the Father only ; for 
whatever was not the Father, he poſi- 
tively affirms, was ignorant of that Day. 
Now it is certain, that the Son was not 
the Father in any Senſe; therefore 
could not know that Day: Jeſus Chriſt 
therefore, being inferior in Knowledge 
to the ſupreme God, cannot poſſibly be 
the ſupreme God. 

Judge. You arecall'd here, Mr. Luke, 
upon the Occaſion of a learned Divine's 
being accus'd of Hereſy, in having de- 
ny'd Jeſus Chriſt to be. the ſupreme 
God, and, as you are one of the in- 
ſpir d Writers, the Court deſires your 
Opinion upon that Point. 

"Luke. Your Lordſhip does me too 
much Honour, in calling me inſpir'd; 
I pretend to no more than that of being 
an honeſt and diligefit Collector; and 


claim 


40 

claim no other Merit, but that of having 
faithfully recorded what appear'd moſt 
agreeable to Reaſon, or had the beſt Evi- 
dence to ſupport it. If it had been the 
Doctrine of the Apoſtles, or the eſta- 
bliſh'd Opinion of the Age I wrote in, 
that Jeſus Chriſt was the ſupreme God, 
is it to be imagin'd, that I ſhould not 
have declar'd it, clearly and fully to all 
the World? But I do affirm the Fact 
to be directly contrary; and if your 
Creed-makers are in the Right, I muſt 
be in the Wrong; for I muſt acknow- 
ledge, that I have diſtinguiſh'd the 
great God, from Jeſus Chriſt, in a great 
many Parts of my Hiſtory; which I 
could not have done, unleſs I had been 
a Fool, or a Villain, if I had thought, 
that Jeſus Chriſt, and the great God of 
Heaven, had been the ſame omnipotent, 
co-equal, and co-cternal God. My 
Expreſſions are theſe ; The Lord God 
ſhall give unto Chrift the Throne of his 
Father Davin; the Chriſt of God; the 
Choſen of God. Tho' this Deſcription 
of Chriſt is manifeſtly incompatible 
with the Character of the great God; 
yet, ſince it is in the Power of Preju- 
dice to hinder Men from ſeeing appa- 

rent 
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rent Truths, and that whole Bodies of 
Men for their Intereſt, can be hardy 
enough to deny them, I ſhall beg the 
Favour of you, to obſerve how thoſe 
Paſſages will appear, if we were to ſup- 
poſe Chriſt to be the omnipotent God, 
and to be deſcrib'd as ſuch. Thoſe 
Paſſages then muſt run thus; The only, 
eternal, omnipotent God, ſhall give unto 
the only, eternal, omnipotent God, the 
Throne of the only, ommpotent God's Fa- 
ther, ABRAHAM: And again, The only, 
omni potent God, is the Choſen of the only, 
ommpotent Gad. Theſe Abſurdities and 
Contradictions are ſo palpable, that as 
they, that can't perceive them, can ſee 
nothing; ſo they, that will not acknow- 
ledge them, will acknowledge nothing. 

Fudge. What do you ſay, Jobn, to 
Dr. Tr--p's Trinity ? 

Jobn. Verily, I am at a Loſs what to 
ſay to that which I cannot poſſibly un- 
derſtand, but thus much I may ven- 
ture to affirm, that the Goſpel I wrote, 
and the Faith Ipreach'd, wastoenlightea 
Mankind. But that the Inventions of 
theſe” Men have not only put out that 
Light, . which the Goſpel brought into 
the World, but have extinguiſh'd the 

| G Light 
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Light of Nature itſelf, and put the 
World into a much worſe Condition, 
than it was in when it had no other 
Guide but Reaſon to direct it; for Rea- 
ſon will not act againſt itſelf, adviſe us 


to abandon it, or deliver it ap to thoſe 
who make it their Study to deceive us. 
My Account of our bleſſed Saviour is 
uniform, clear, rational, and plain, as 
will evidently appear from the follow- 
ing Paſſages. Oh Father, that they 
might know thee, the only true God, and 
Jeſus Chriſt whom thou haft ſent. And 
again, I proceeded forth, and came from 
God; neither came I of my ſelf, but he 
ſent me. I aſcend unto my ” Father, and 
your Father, and unto my God, and your 
God. The Son can db nothing him- 
felf ; but what be ſerth the Father do, 
that doth the Son alſo. They accus'd him 
of Blaſpbemy; becauſe thou, being a Man, 
makeſt thy ſelf God. Feſus anfwer'd 
them, Is it not written in your Law, tf 
he call d them Gods, to whom the Werd 
of God came? Say ye 0 him, whom the 
Pather hath ſanttify'd, thou blaſphemeſt, 
becauſe I ſaid, I am the Son of God? 
Jeſus, a Man approvd by Miracle, 

which God did by bim: God hath made 

"4 
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the ſame Jeſus both Lord and Chriſt. 
The Words that I ſpeak unto you, I ſpeak 
not of m me ; but the Father that dwells 


in me, he doth the Works, The Father 
is greater than IJ. The Paſlages are fo 
plain, ſo full, and fo concluſive, that, 
I proteſt, the ſtrongeſt Thing I can 
fay, in Juſtification of that which I 
have already wrote, is, that I cannot 
poſſibly expreſs myſelf clearer, even 
upon the Occaſion of the preſent Con- 
troverſy. But what can Words do, if 
Men will be impudent and wicked 
enough to pervert them? Nay, Men that 
have Front enough to deny the com- 
mon, obvious, ſettled Senſe of Words, 
would even deny, that there were any 
fuch Words at all, if it ſerv'd for their 
Purpoſe, There is an End of the Uſe 
of Words, if, in exprefling ourſelves 
abſolutely of any Being whatſoever, you 
may mean it partially, or totally, or 
take this Part or that; for at this rate, 
you may ſay your own Creeds back- 
wards, and affirm that Chriſt (in his 
divine Nature, by taeit Reſerve) was 
neither born, ſuffer d, dy'd, or roſe 
again ; and you may be juſt as orthodox, 
in affirming the contrary, if you are at 

G 2 Liberty 
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to mean which Nature you 


plat Such Prevarications and Quib- 
lings may become Prieſts and Jeſuits; 
but it is — to charge the Meſ- 
ſenger of God with them. What will 
deſtroy the Credit and Authority of the 
Goſpel, if this will not ? ori ſhould 
more properly have ſaid, what has 
brought it to the weak and deſpicable 
State it is in at preſent, but theſe infa- 
mous Practices of the Clergy? If any 
Man can ſhew me, that the whole 
Tenor of what I have wrote, is not 
ſtrictly conformable to thoſe Parts which 
J have juſt now cited, I wilk-not only 
confeſs "ayfelf to be unworthy of the 
Name of an Evangeliſt, but ſabwit to 
be call'd a Traitor to my Maſter, and 
a Deceiver of Mankind: For whoever 
ſhall affirm, that I have deſcrib'd Jeſus 
Chriſt as equal with the Father, does 
not only endeavour to prove my Doc- 
trine to be repugnant to itſelf, but makes 
the Scriptures of no Authority. Are 
theſe the Men that contend fo vehe- 
mently for their being inſpir d! Theſe, 
that have the Aſſurance to pervert or 
contradi& the whole Tenor of them! If 


this honeſt Gentleman, Mr. hiſton, were 
to 
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to aſſert, that the Son is inferior to the 
Father, could he doit in ſtronger Terms, 
or in a more plain and poſitive Manner, 
than I have done? Could he fay any 
Thing ſtronger, than that the Father is 
greater than the Son; that He ſent him, 
commanded bim, and perform d every Ope- 
ration in him; let every impartial Man 
judge, whether he would look upon 
Like Character as this, to be the Cha- 
racter of the great God of Heaven, or 
to be that of an inferior Being. 

Judge. Mr. James, What do you ſay 
to the Reverend Doctor's Trinity? Do 
you underſtand it ? | 

James. The greateſt Part of what 
I do underſtand is falſe, and what I do 
not, I humbly conceive to be Nonſenſe. 
I am not for three Gods, I aſſure you; 
for I have ſaid, Thou believeſt that God 
is one, thou doſt well. I have 
myſelf a Servant of God, and the Lord 
Jeſus Chriſt, which is Diſtinction 
enough, to ſhew that there are two diſ- 
tinct Beings. But if the Father be God, 
and the Son is God, God is not one. 
I write as I think, and I flatter myſelf, 
that I have wrote fo as to be under- 
ſtood ; for certainly, nothing can be 

plainer 
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plainer than that I affirm, that the eter- 
nal Godhead no more conſiſts of three 
Somethings, than it does of thirty Some- 
things; and 2 that this new- 
led Trinity 2 Im 

yo upon Mankind. Togo 
Judge. What do you think, Mr. 

Jude, of the Doctor's Trinity ? | 
Jude. It is impoſſible that my 
Thoughts can differ from my Brethren's; 
and your Lordſhip ſhall judge, whether 
my Writings do or no; for I have cer- 
tainly diſtinguiſh'd Jeſus Chriſt from the 
great God, it Language can diſtinguiſh 
Things. I have expreſsd myſelf thus, 
Turning the Grace of our God into Laſ- 
crviouſneſs ; denying God, the only ſupreme 
Governor ; and denying our Lord Jeſus 
Chriſt, And again, To them that are 
ſanctiſy d by God the Father, and pre- 
ſerud by our Lord Feſus Chriſt. Is it 
poſſible to imagine, that all the divine 
Writers ſhould conſtantly. diſtinguiſh 
Jeſus Chriſt from the ſupreme God, and 
yet know him to be the ſupreme God. 
What Sort of Apoſtles would theſe 
Gentlenfen make of us? Had not we 
Senſe enough to declare it, or was it 2 
Revelation refery'd for later Times? We 
are 
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are always ready to give Jeſus Chriſt al! 


the Honour. that is due to his Charac- 
ter; but to the only wiſe God, we fay, 
be Glory, Majeſty, Dominion, and Power. 
Fudge. Gentlemen of the Jury, the 
unanimous Concurrence of every Wri- 
ter in the New Teſtament, againſt this 
Doctrine of the Trinity, being the 
ſtrongeſt Proof that can poſſibly be ad- 
ded to the Abſurdity of it ; common 
Senſe, and common Honeſty, will ſuffi- 
ciently dire& you, to bring in ſuch a 
Verdict as may be expected from you. 
Fury. We believe the Evangeliſts and 
Apoſtles to be very honeſt Men, and to 
have declar'd the whole Truth, and no- 
thing but the Truth; and, that vicious 
and corrupted Prieſts have invented 
theſe Abſurdities, with a villainous In- 
tent to confound the Underſtandings, 
and to deſtroy the Liberties of Mankind. 
Judge. You Gentlemen of the Cler- 
gy, ſince the Jury has acquitted the Pri- 
ſoner, and brought you in guilty, I ſhall 
paſs that juſt Sentence, which is eſta- 
bliſh'd by that Law, which requires an 
Eye for an Eye. May the 9 ſhew 
you the fame Mercy they have ever 
receiv'd from you. 
| AN 
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FINE LADIES 


Aﬀembled in 


cox Vo AT ION. 


- Heteas | an iin Number of 
Belles, of elegant ' Taſte, and 

— Education, have made juft and 
uent plaints, againſt a certain 
Scheme, called The Gos p EIL; and it 
being fully proved, by unqueſtionable 
Witneſſes, to have been purpoſely cal- 
culated and contrived to reſtrain and 
abridge ſuch Liberties and Delights, 
as are eſſential to Female Happineſs; 
We the Belles and Toaſts of this Me- 


tropolis, 


RY 
__— aſſembled in Convocation, have 
the - moſt mature Deliberation) 
found it to provide a Reme- 
dy for fo diſagreeable an Evil. And 
whereas our ſincere and diſintereſted 
Sex abhors nothing ſo much as Hypo- 
criſy and Diſſimulation, W x ſhall make 
no Scruple to expreſs our hearty Diſ- 
like and Adverſion to an Ordinance ſo 
repugnant to our Nature, and ſo pre- 
judicial to true Gallantry and Polite- 
neſs. And fince it is impoſſible for us 
to conform to our Religion, it is 
that we ſhould have a Religion confor m- 
ed to us. Wx therefore the Belles and 
Toafts aforeſaid, do, by: theſe Preſents, 
declare the Old Gos PE L to be null and 
void, and of no more Effect than if it 
had never been made; and do hereb 
appoint and direct the following, wi 
New CAT ECHISM, Sc. to be 
uſed in all polite Places of 'Worſhip. . - 


CA TECHISM 


Neceſſary 


For all Young LADIES 
before they are Confir- 
med in Woman-hood. 


Parſon. 
H AT'is your Name? 


Miſi. CooutETILLA. 
Parſon. Who gave you that Name? 


Miſs. My Godfathers and Godmo- 
thers at my Chriſtening ; who pro- 
miſed, that I ſhould prove a Babe of 
Grace, delight in Finery, and have a 
Multitude of Lovers. 


Parſon, 
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Parſon, What did your Godfathers and 
Cadmat bert then for you? , 


MI,. They did promiſe and vow 
three Things in my 13 1/, That 
I ſhould be a ſtrict Obſerver of all the 
Faſhions, 2dly, That I ſhould never 
betray the Secrets of my Sex. And, 
3dly, That I ſhould always put on the 
Appearance of * good Nature, 
and Virtue, before the Men. 5 


Parſon. Doft thou not think, che thou 
art bound to db and believe as mg bave 


promiſed for: thee? © 


Mi. Yes, verily; and upon my 
Honour I certainly will; and I think 
myſelf exceedingly happy, to be called 
to ſo agreeable and elegant a State of 
Perfection, and ſhall make it my Study 
to continue in the fame unto my Life's 
Al... 


Parſon. Hhat is the outward and + vi 
n 


5. Water, ' wherewith the Par- 
wh f Felke my Face; a Set of the beſt | 
Compeny 1 in their Holyday Cloaths; 


a 
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a plentiful Dinner, Fiddles, and a 
Country Dance. | | 


Parſon. What is the inward and ſpi- 
ritual Grace? 


Miſs. The Honour of being ad- 
mitted into the beſt Company; and 
the advantage of putting on the Ap- 

nce 'of a modeſt Reſerve, accom- 
panied with a ſeeming Repugnance to 
every Thing that is ludicrous and free, 


Parſon. I beg to know what is 
real Opinion of that which the Reverend 
Divines call the Pamps and Vanities of 
this wicked World? 


Miſs. To deal ſincerely with you, 
J take them to be nothing more than 
the neceſſary Decencies which every 
Woman of Faſhion is indiſpenſably 
obliged to obſerve, from the Duty and 
Reſpe& ſhe owes her Quality. 


Parſon. You will pardon my Freedom, 
Miſs, if I beg to know, whether you 
euer heard of that Prince of Darkneſs, © 
commonly called the Devil ? 


Mifi. Yes, Sir, I have heard my 
Nurſe 
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Nurſe and the Chaplain talk of him 
for Hours together. 


Parſon. What Sort of Creature do you 
imagine him to be? 


Miſs. I take him to be the very 
Picture of an ill- natured, peeviſh, naſty, 
covetous old Huſband. 


Parſon. As the moſt important Part 
of Religion is that of having a right 
Faith ; let me bear if thou — rebearſe 
the Articles of wy Belief. 


The . Lady” 8 CREED. | 


Mifs. I believe that this is a very 
ble World; and that I am one 

the moſt agreeable Creatures in it; 
and that Men and Beaſts, and all that 
is therein, were made for my Service, 
Paſtime, and Delight; and 1 believe 
in the Faith of Beaus, the Compli- 
mentsof Fops, the Modeſty of Rakes, 
the Power of Beauty, the Force of 
Love, and in my own irreſiſtable 
Charms, Sagacity, and Conduct; and 
in the reaſonable Hopes of an advap- 
tageous 


[5s] 

tageous Match. I believe alſo that the 
Proteſtant Church is a very pretty 
Church ; that it has a decent Regard 
for Quality, and requires no more of 
aT 


than the Honour of her Com- 
pany; and that the Beauty of Holi- 
neſs conſiſts in elegant Dreſs, and the 
Performance of the ſpiritual Exerciſe 
with a becoming Grace. I believe alſo 
in the - Myſterious Efficacy of new 
Guides and. Manuals, Fiſh Days and 
Feſtivals, Lawn Sleeves and Surplices, 
and in the certain Joys of this World, 
and I havea Glimmering of the World 


Parſon. What dof# thou chiefly karn 
from theſe Articles of thy Beliet? 


Miſs. 1}, I learn to believe, that 
I am an Animal that is made'for Joy 
and Finery. 24/y, That I was ſent into 
this agreeable World, to ſee how well 
I can divert myſelf, by giving a full 
Swing to thoſe Appetites and es, 
that bountiful Nature has inriched my 
Conſtitution with. e 
Parſon. But dont you think a Fami- 
liarity with Fops and Beaus is a Hin- 
E- drance 


| drance. to 1 . Improvement 
Mije.? 


Miſs Tout an contraire Monſieur; 
or her nothing ſo heavenly and 


viſhing ; pion are the Quinteſſence 
of n Pro- 
vidence for the Entertainment of the 
Fair Sex; for their Converſation is fo 
ſoſt and elegant, their Wit fo 
zing and exquiſite, their Manners fo 
inimitably looſe and agreeable; and, 
in fine, ſuch wonderful Je nie ſeay quoy's 
in every Thing they do, that could 
love and © would 
re EG 
Parſon. Prom the particular Pains I 
bave taken, in teaching you your Com- 
mandments, I may preſume you have not 
I ng One ow any yo 
are * — N 44 & * 


A 


Mi. TE M. 
_ Parſon. Which be they? 

Miſs. The fame which your Reve- 
rence. taught me in the Nurſery, It 


was I that brought thee out of the 
8 Land 
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Land of Dulneſs, to Plays and Operas; 
and out of the Hands of my Gramum, 
to a Town of Liberty and Delight. 


I. Thou ſhalt worſhip no other Idol 
but thyſelf. 


IT. Six Days ſhalt thou dance and 
lay, go to Maſquerades and Operas; 

but the conch | Day is the Sabaoth, , 
in which thou ſhalt do no Manner of 
Good, but ſhalt dreſs and go to Church 
in the Morning, thou and thy Couſins, 
and thy Siſters; and in the Evening 
thou mayſt gp and coguette. 


III. Laugh at thy Father and Mo- 
ther, that thy Days may be merry 
in the Land of the Living. 


IV. Thou ſhalt not jilt a pretty 
Fellow; nor exerciſe thy Cruelty 
upon the Fop that thou art in Love 


with. 


V. Do not bear Witneſs againſt the 
Intrigues of thy Neighbours, that thou 


be not hindred and obſtructed in the 
Purſuit of thy own. 


VI. Open thy — to the 
ſe 
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ſel that combeth thy Head, and pin- 
neth up thy Tail; for che will aid 
thee with ET and aſſiſt thee in 
fulfilling of thy Heart's Deſire. 


VII. Man ſhalt thou treat like the 
Beaſts of the Field ; thou ſhalt tread 
upon the Humble and Meek, but the 
impudent and brazen thou ſhalt cheriſh 
and careſs, 


VIII. Thou ſhalt be amorous as 
the Cock Sparrow that kiſſeth upon 
the Houſe Top, and fine as the gaudy 

Peacock that turneth up his Tail to 
be admired, 


* 4 Thou ſhalt 8 thy Gal- 
lant, and thy Huſband, and thy Pa- 
__ out of all thou canſt get. 


X. Thou ſhalt not ſeem to envy, 
covet, or deſire thy Neighbour's Spark, 
her Jewels, or her Shape, or her Coach, 
or her Wit, or her Watch, or any 
Tn that is hers, 


_ Parſon. What doſt thou chiefly 1 
from theſe Commandments? . 


Mi. 1 learn Three Things: 1/f, 
ifs. ings * 


[ 59 | 

That the Form of Godlineſs'is the true 
Religion. 2dly, That the Celebration 
of the Sabaoth by the fine Ladies, is 
a becoming Encouragement to Dreſs 
and Decency ; the chief Support of the 
Clergy, and the 'main Pillar of the 
Church. And, 3dly, That all the 
Commandments are ſo wiſely and 
graciouſly | contrived for the Benefit 
of the Fair Sex, that it is impoſſible 
| for a fine Lady to be happy that neg: 
les to keep them, 


Parſon, 1 hope you have 9 
Duty towards your Neighbour ? 


Miſs. dior in the leaſt Sir. 


Parſon. What is your Duty towards 
your Neighbour ? 


Miſs. To love him as myſelf, and 
to do unto all the fine Men as I would 
they ſhould do unto me. 


Parſon. Who is thy Neigbbour? 


Miſs. Not every old Prude or dirty 
Clown that lives within five or ſix 
Doors of me; but all agreeable young 
Fellows wherever ] meet them. 


I 2 Parſon. | 
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| Parſon. However, my good Child, 
know that thou art not able to do any Good 
of thyſelf without the Aſfiſtance of Pray- 
er, let me bear therefore if thou canſt jay 


The FINE Lady's PRAYER. 


"*() Moſt gracious FATHER, 
Maker of "Women, and 
Giver of all good Things! pour down 
the choiceſt of thy Bleſſings upon the 
Belles of this Land ; give them Health, 
Wealth, Hogours, and Gaiety of Mind, 
and whatſoever elſe can render them 
happy and agreeable (unleſs they have 
the Aſſurance to be my Rivals); and 
in a particular Manner preſerve my 
Shape, O Lord, and keep a continual 
Watch over my Complexion, that the 
handſome and elegant Figure I have 
always made at the Altar, may ever 
redound to thy Honour and Glory: 
Continue to me ſuch Pleaſures as I al- 
ready enjoy, and ſupply me with ſuch 
new ones as I am not able to invent; 
grant that I may order all my Words 
and Actions with ſo much Cunning 
and Precaution, and cover my Coun- 
tenance with ſuch a Veil of _—_ 
| an 
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and Sweetneſs, that I may obtain the 
Accompliſhment of my moſt reſerved 
and ſecret Wiſhes, I return thee my 
moſt hearty Thanks, O Lord, for the 
extraordinary Share of fine Senſe, Wit, 
Beauty, Agremens, and je ne ſcay quoy's, 
which thou haſt thought fit to beſtow 
with ſo bountiful a Hand upon this 
thy Servant; and that there may be 
a continual Supply of pretty Fellows 
for our Service, bleſs all Seminaries cf 
true Gallantry and Politeneſs, whether 
they be Maſquerades, Ridottos, Balls, 
or Aſſemblies, or by what Names or 
Titles ſoever they are dignified or di- 
ſtinguiſhed. Grant me Patience, O 
Lord, with all upſtart Flirts of Qua- 
lity that take Place of me, and in thy 
good Time raiſe thy afflicted Servant 
to ſuch a Height, that they, and all 
others, may be thoroughly ſenfible of 
the becoming Diſtance there ought to 
be between them and me: All which, 
in Confidence of my own extraordi- 
nary Merits, and for my own dear 


Sake, I humbly beg and implore. 


| Parſon. What defireft thou in this 
Prayer? 


Miſs. 


„ | 
Mijſs. I defire nothing but what is 
neceſſary and decent; and what every 
Woman of Quality is thoroughly per- 
ſuaded ſhe has a Right to; and which, 
no fine Lady will ever be brought to 
recede from. 


Parſon. But as Heaven is by no Means 
to be obtained, without having juſl No- 
tions of Religious Myſteries and Holy 
Things, let me hear what Account thou 
canft give of the Holy Trinity? 


Miſs. It is Trinity in Unity, and 
Unity in Trinity. Three in One, and 
One in Three; not Three but One, 
not One but Three, The Firſt is Firſt, 
the Second is from the Firſt, the Third 
is from the Second and the Firſt. The 
Firſt is not before the Second, nor the 
Second before the Third ; but the * 4 
is Firft, the Second is Firſt, and the 
Third is Firſt; neither confounding 
nor dividing One and Three, nor Three 
and One. 


Parſon. Lyon the Word of a Clergy- 
man, moſt Orthodoxly well explained ! 
and now TI beg that you will oblige me 
with your Definition of a Church. 
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Miſs. Why a Church is a vaſt large 
Room, with a high Steeple, and Belk 
in it, where People go once a Week to 
ſet off themſelves, and find Fault with 
their Neighbours; and ---- 


Parſon, Hold, Miſs; I find you have 
only an Idea of the Shell, and ſpeak more 
like a Bricklayer than a Chriſtian, for 
the Reverends and Right Reverends are 
the Church: A Church is a ſpiritual 
Thing, and they are the Legal Expoſi- 
tors of its Oracles and M wr : 72 bey 
are the Vicegerents and Ambaſſadors of 
Heaven, and have the ſole Direction of 
_ the Conſciences and Purſes of the Laity; 
who, on their Part, are blindly to ſub- 
mit to their Decifions, and to labour and 
toil for their Luxury, Power, and Sup- 


port. 


Miſs. I return you Thanks for 

our Information, and ſhall take Care 

_ pay their Excellencies the Reſpect 
that is due to their Quality. 


Parſon, How many Sacraments are 


there? 


M5. Tuo; Baptiſm, and the laſt 
* 
Par- 
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Parſon. Why are Children baptized, 
when, by Reaſon of their tender Age, 
they cannot poſſibly tell what the Parſon 
and the People are about? 


Miſi. 1/t, That his Reverence ney 
be ſure of his Fees and his Belly full, 
before the little Bantling pops into the 
other World. 2dly, To give an Air 


of ſome extraordinary Power in the 


Prieſt, in order to ſtrengthen and im- 
_ the natural Propenſity of the 

dies, to Forms and Myſteries. And, 
34ly, To give the poor Mother the 
Conſolation of being richly ſet out; 
and of ſhewing her Generoſity, Taſte, 
and Magnificence in a ſumptuous En- 
tertainment. 


Parſon. What is to be done before and 


after eating the laſt Supper? 


Mij5. J muſt faſt till I have the 
Cholic, read till my Head aches, 


look wondrous grave for three Days 


before and two Hours after; and then 
return to my former innocent Amuſe- 
ments. 


Par- 
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Parſon. What are the Benefits where- 
of we are Partakers thereby, 


Miß. The Comfort of thinking 
that we are better than we are, and 
the Hopes of making our Neighbours 
believe ſo too. A 
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THE 


PRAYER 
Of a young VIRGIN i great 


Diſtreſs. 

Lord whoknoweſt how ſoft, how 
weak, and of how . pitying a 
Nature I was made; look down with 
an Eye of Compaſſion upon me a diſ- 
treſſed Virgin; nor ſuffer me to lye neg- 
lected and alone; but ſend thy devoted 
Hand-Maid a ſtrong, indefatigable and 
tender Comforter, and teach him to 
ſeek for true Happineſs, where alone 
it is to be found. Was not this Boſom 
made to be preſs'd, this Body to be em- 
brac'd, and this — oo Tint, I die,) 
——Treaſure to be poſſeſs d? Yes ſurely; 
for we are dae that thou haſt not made 
K any 


e 
any thing in vain, neither is there a uſeleſs 
Superffuity in all thy Works. To what 
end then were all theſe Beauties given, 
and whereto tend theſe ſoft Emotions; 
are thoſe never to be enjoy'd, and are 
theſe always to be ſtifled? Surely in 
thine own good Time thou wilt ſend 
Relief; and when thou haſt tried me, 
thou wilt have Mercy. Inceſſantly 
therefore, will I pray unto thee, and cry, 
how long, how long! When ſhall I be 
releaſed from theſe my daily Strugglings, 
and enjoy the bleſt Fruits of 'this my 
Warfare. O ſend me what Iam by Na- 
tureframed for,that Imay ſoon be ajoyful 
Mother, and fully anſwer the end of my 
Creation, Amen, even ſo be it. Amen. 
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I, EAR my Words, O Daugh- 
ter, and give Ear unto my 
. Sayings; 
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Sayings ; for I ſpeak the Words of 
Comfort unto thee. 

2. In the Beginning, Woman was 
mags for Man, and he ſhall cheriſh 

3. Vex not thy Lover's tender Soul 
with Cruelty and Diſdain, leſt an Evil 
of like Nature befal thee. 

4. Make Uſe of thy Lovers in the 
Time of thy Youth; for when thou 
art old they will depart from thee. 

5. Be conſtant at Church, when 
thou haſt nothing to do; for in ſuch 
like Amuſements there is no great 
Harm. 

6. A virtuous Woman is carried to 
Church, lifteth up her Eyes, and look- 
eth about her: 

7. And a Religious Woman ſpieth 
Faults and Faſhions; and when ſhe 
goeth forth ſhe telleth them. 

8. Be not concerned though Men 
ſpeak evil of thee ; but be wiſe in thy 
own Conceit, and that will comfort 
thee: 

9. Reverence thy Quality, and 
ſpend with Profuſion; and Men will 
ſpeak well of thee. 

10. When thou meeteſt with a rich 

R Fool, 
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Fool, take Care to enſnare him; for 
a plentiful Jointure giveth much Con- 
ſolation. | 

11. If thou loveſt a Man, be ex- 
ceeding free with him; for Love is 
the fulfilling of the Law: 

12. But to him that thou hateſt, 
ſhew thy Diſcretion; for in ſo doing 
thou ſhalt deceive the Wiſe and the 
Aged. 
13. But love thyſelf above all 
Things; for Charity beginneth at 
Home. 

14. Pamper thyſelf elegantly, faſt 
luxuriouſly, frequent Aſſemblies out 
of Charity, and the Church out of 
Decency, and all will go well with 
thee. 

15. Reprove not thy Neighbour, 
till her Back be turned upon thee; for 
much Altercation engendereth Strife. 

16. Sweeten thy Countenance be- 
fore the Rich and the Mighty; for 
thus ſhalt thou lead the Simple and 
Innocent Captives. . 

17. But if thou art diſpoſed to be 
haughty, imperious, or fretful ; let 
that be the Work of Retirement. 

18, Tell Lies and flatter, when it 

18 
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is for thy Advantage; for thereby 
' ſhalt thou deceive the Sons of Men. 

19. For the Lips of Flattery is as 
the Drop of an. Honey-Comb; and 
her Tongue is ſmoother than Oyl. 

20, In the Multitude of Words 
there is much Honour; and Silence 
is reproached of her Children. 

21, This is my Will, faith the 
Lawgiver; if ye will not hear the 
Words of your Lover, nor give Ear 
unto his Prayers ; 

22, I will vifit your Noſes with 
Carbuncles, and your Necks with Le- 
proſy: | 

23. Your Rivals ſhall have you in 
Deriſion, and the young Men ſhall 
ſcorn ye: 

24. For Coquetry endureth but for 
a Seaſon ; and Prudery ſhall be its own 
Tormentor. | 


(+ 
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A PSALM to the PRaise 
and HONOUR of LiBERTyY. 


| I. 
HY do the zealous Bigots rage, 
To lead us in a String; 
And why do Preachers of the Age 
Imagine a vain Thing. 
II. 
Our Hearts unequal to the Pain 
Of Precepts, were created; 
David talks quite another Strain, 
Or We are ſtrangely cheated. 
III. 
He tells us, to be brought to Court 
In Finery, is our Duty; 
And that the KING Himſelf ſhall ſport, 
And ſolace in our Beauty. 
IV. 

Then let Us break theſe Bonds in two, 
And caſt their Words behind Us; 
Indulge each Pleaſure Old and New, 

Leſt Age or Sickneſs find us. 


Ano- 


Another PSALM | for the Uſe 
of a YOUNG LADY. 
By Mr. Pore. 


HE Maidisbleſt that will not hear 
Of Maſquerading Tricks, 
Nor lends to wanton Songs an Ear, 
Nor ſighs for Coach and Six. 


To pleaſe her ſhall her Huſband ſtrive, 
With all his Main and Might, 

And in her Love ſhall exerciſe 
Himſelf both Day and Night. 


She ſhall bring forth moſt pleaſant F mit 
He flouriſh ſtill and ſtand, 


Even ſo all Things ſhall proſper well, 
That this Maid takes in Hand. 


No wicked Whores ſhall have ſuch Luck, 
Who follow their own Wills, 

But purg'd ſhall be to Skin and Bone, 
With Mercury and Pills. 

For why, the pure and cleanly Maids 
Shall All, good Huſbands gain ; 


But filthy and uncleanly Jades 
Shall rot in Drary-Lane.. 


Parſon. 
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Parſon. Now as Confeſſion is neceſſary to 
Forgiveneſs 3 and ſince the Fleſh is frail, and 
little Miſſes are apt to have wanton Thoughts; 
if thou wilt confeſs them to me, I will com- 
ort thee and abſolve thee. 


The CONFESSION. 


Miſs. I do confeſs that I have often ſacri- 
ficed my Pleaſure tomy Pride, and now and 
then my Pride to my Pleaſure : I have er- 
red from the Faſhion like a /oft Sheep, and 
followed the Devices of laſt Lear: I have 
ſpoiled the Sport of my Neighbour, not 
having the Fear of a like Return before my 
Eyes: I have baulked an Appointment ; 
and left undone thoſe Things which I ought 
to bave dene. I have been a Prude to the 
Man whom I love, and a Coquet to the 
Man whom I deſpiſe : But I hope to be 
forgiven for my Beauty's Sate; and am 
willing that the Lei of my Virginity ſhould 
be my Penance. 


The ABSOLUTION. 


Parſon. Dearly Beloved, in Confidence 
that thou wilt chearfully do this thy Penance, 
and believing thee to be a ſincere Penitent ; 
Ido (by Virtue of the Authority committed to 
me by the Church) aBsoLvE thee from thine 
Offences, and mak? thee white and clean, 
even as a Smock that is newly waſhed. 
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